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Summer Thoughts 

 

I’m  always reminded how fortunate we are to be part of that  small percentage of people 

that own, and use, recreational boats.  A friend reminds me of this every once in a while. 

There are what, 3 million people in BC?2 million in the lower mainland and Victoria? and 

maybe there are a few thousand boats around here, but whenever we’re out, we have yet 

to see more than a handful on the water, and a few dozen in any one marina (transient 

boats, that is).  Crowded highways? Traffic jams? Not for us.   

Yeah, there are a few inconsiderate boat owners out there, but for the most part, we’re 

helpful, considerate, safety minded and fun to be with.  Trouble getting into/out of that 

slip in the wind? Blink twice, and there are helpers standing by, slip lines in hand, or ready 

to catch lines as the case may be.  Need help? Need advice? Someone in the community is 

there to help.  Notice something of interest on that neighbouring boat? The owner is only 

too happy to tell you all about it, where to get it, how to build it.��

Are there any better pubs anywhere than the marina destinations such as Gramma’s, Gar-

den Bay, or the Back Eddy?     When I pull into a marina, almost the first thing I do, is scan 

the masts and antenna whips, first for the Port Moody burgee, then for CPS and other 

squadron burgees.   

My favorite time of day is dawn, sipping a cup of tea while sitting in the cockpit of my boat. 

My second favorite is dusk, sipping a good single malt scotch, but still sitting in the cockpit 

of my boat.   

Sometimes I’ve done almost nothing in between. That’s a good day! But even better, is 

when they’re in different locations, and I’ve had a great 

sailing trip in between. 

I hope you’re all having as good a summer.  I look for-

ward to seeing many of you in the upcoming boating 

and A&E courses. 

Cheers, 

Chris  

“Commander Data”  
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